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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to the examiner's amendent authorized on 1/19/2007 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 3. 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Elmer V. Pass on 1/19/2007. The application has been amended as follows: 

• Claims 1 and 2 are canceled. 

• Claim 3 is amended: 

3. This- method for stopp i ng I ntornot virus e s from spread i ng by Ema il 
attachm e nt i s to mov e tho first 64 bits of th e data portion (noto: this do e s 
not i nc l ud e th e TCP/ I P h e ad e r) of the f i rst packet of th e Ema il attachment 
to a cr e at e d h e ader for that attachm e nt. Th e n p l ace a b i nary z e ro i nto th e 
f i rst 64 b i ts of th e data port i on of tho first packet of th e Emai l attachm e nt. 
By do i ng th i s, i f som e on e s e nt a virus program i n th e Ema il attachment th e 
first program instruction wou l d bo made a halt i nstruct i on and th e program 
(v i rus) wou l d not run. Th e f l ow chart for th i s proc e dure i s in F i gur e 1 . 
B e caus e th e data has b ee n chang e d aft e r arr i v i ng i nto th e comput e r th e 
second rout i n e giv e s the user an opportunity to r e p l ac e th e or i g i na l data 
into tho f i rst 64 b i ts of tho Ema il attachment. This routin e i s d e ta ile d i n 
figure 2. 
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To preserve data i nt e grity, a third rout i n e is providod to insure th e or i g i na l 
data i s p l aced i n th e first 64 b i ts of th e Emai l attachment i f one wants to 
forward th e Ema il attachment. Th i D i s dosor i bod i n figure 3. 

3. A method for stopping internet viruses from spreading and 
damaging computer memory systems, said method comprising the steps 
of 

inserting a first routine in a program which receives Email attachments, 
said first routine including the step of moving only a first 64 bits of data of 
a first packet of an Email attachment to a reserved place in a header of 
the Email attachment and placing a binary zero into the first 64 bits of data 
of the first packet of the Email attachment, and 

inserting a second routine in the program that opens attachments, said 
second routine including the step of asking the user if they would like to 
replace the first 64 bits of data in the Email attachment. If the user 
concurs, the second routine afld will switch sw i tch i ng said-date the first 64 
bits of data in the Email attachment with original data in the reserved place 
as selected, and 

inserting a third routine including the step of checking to see if the first 64 
bits of data in the Email attachment has been replaced before forwarding 
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and if the data has not been replaced, and replacing the first 64 bits of 
data in the Email attachment with stored data in the reserved place and 
continuing the Email forwarding routine. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. The present 
invention is directed to a method for blocking computer viruses in computer Email 
attachments by implementing three subroutines to halt a virus from executing 
from an attachment. More specifically, the independent claim 3 identifies the 
uniquely distinct features of moving only the first 64 bits of data of the first packet 
of an Email attachment to a reserve place. Allowing for viewing the attachment 
without the effect of the virus, and reassembling the attachment if decided to 
forward it on. The closest art, Maher, III et al. (US Pat. No. 6910134) also 
discloses a method and device for detecting and inoculating emails infected with 
viruses where some of all packets of an Email attachment would be altered. 
However, the attachment would be unreadable with this method. 



The prior art, taken either singly or in combination, fails to anticipate or fairly 
suggest the limitations of applicant's independent claim in such a manner that 
rejection under 35 USC 102 or 103 would be proper. The claim invention; 
therefore, considered to be in condition for allowance as being novel and non- 
obvious over prior art. 
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3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khoi Nguyen whose telephone number is 570-270-1251. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:30 am - 5:00 pm est) 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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